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fortheArts
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MattBerry SusanChapin
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AllperformancesatthePlayhouse,Rte.25behindtheBrookfieldLibrary.

ALLSEATSGeneralAdmission
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RESERVATIONS:203-775-0023
Pleasevisitourwebsite:www.brookfieldplayhouse.org



The Brooki eld Theatre For The Arts, Inc.

FromOurPresident

December2007

DearPatronoftheArts,

Whatadelightfulway toconcludeour50thseasonatTBTA,withacabaret
celebratingmusicfromshowsperformedovertheyearsinthisverytheatre—kudosto
Bart ,Lori,Stephanie,Joanne,andthecastforcreatingsuchamagicalandmemorable
experience.

Thetheatrewillbedarkuntilweopenthe“OddCouple”inearly2008.However
this does not mean we close up shop! This beautiful and historic building still
requirescareandattention,nottomentionheatduringthelongmonthsofwinter.
Though we have no performances, we are busy as ever. There is much to do in
preparationfor2008andmanyimportantdecisionsstilltomake.Thisiswhereyou
canhelp!

Bybecomingamember,subscriber(orboth),yougiveusthecommunitysup-
portneededtomakeseriousfinancialdecisions.Itisoneofthebestthingsyoucan
doforyourcommunitytheatre.Thiscommitmentsaysyoubelieveinourmission.

Without this support it is increasingly difficult to produce quality perform-
ances.Thehardfactsarethatthingssimplycostmoremoney.Heating,production
costs,andthegeneralbottom-lineexpensesarenotcoveredbyticketsalesalone.To
continueforanother50years,TBTAwillbecountingoneachandeveryoneofyouto
contributenotonlyyourtimeandtalent ,butalso,yourtreasure.Yesfolksthatmeans
yourcheckbook.Pleasegivegenerously,andwhenyouarecompletingthatformof
membershiporwriting thatdonationcheck, thinkveryhardaboutwhatTBTAhas
giventoyou,yourchildren,possiblyyourparents,andtothecommunityatlargefor
thepast50years!Itmayalsohelptoknowthatbygivingyouensureweremain.Yes
simplysaid,“Thatwewillremain.”

Inatimewhentheworldisseeminglyatwarandthefocusofyouthshiftsfrom
arttodigitizedmediums,weneedyourfinancialsupportmorethanever.Thearts
helpshapeapeacefulandtolerantworld,givesolacetodifficulttimes,andprovide
respitefromthedigitalageofelectronics.TBTAmustremain.

To remain we must look to change. If you recall not too long ago we were
calledTheCountryPlayersofBrookfielduntilwerealizedweweremore than just
performancetheatrebutavenuethatcelebratedallartforms,thusthenamechange.
As a community we must recognize change as a positive step forward. TBTA will
changeandwewilldosowithoutcompromisingourmissionortheintegrityofour
work.Yoursupport ,pairedwiththeboard’sdedication,willguaranteethatTBTAwill
remain,andremain,andremain.

Fondlyandrespectfully,

DavidJ.Tuttle
TBTAPresident



FromTheArtisticDirector

July2007

DearFriendsoftheTheatre,

ItisapleasuretoaddressyouasArtisticDirectorinthisourgoldenanniversary
season.Forfiftyyears,TBTAhasbeenprovidingourcommunitywithqualityarts
programming.Thisisnoeasytaskandeveryonewhohascontributedtothissuccess,
fromcastandcrews,tofoundersandboards,topatronsanddonors,shouldstand
andtakeabow.

Inourtime,littleseemstosurvivefiftyyears,especiallyanot-for-profittheatre
companystaffedbyvolunteers.Ourtheatrecompanyhasalwaysbeenclearabout
whoandwhatweare.Regardlessofourname;CountryPlayers,BrookfieldPlayhouse
orTBTA,ourmissionhasremainedconsistentinprovidingaspaceforperformersto
practicetheircraft .Forfiftyyearswehaveremainedrespectedasoneofthefinest
communitytheatresinthestate.

Artistically, I am proud of our past and believe we are headed in the right
direction for the future. From our early days, I believe we have succeeded in
presentingseasonafterseasonofwell-roundedtheatreandperformanceforour
audiences.Undermydirection,Ihavestrivedtopresentseasonsthatenticelocal
performers,entertainaudiences,challengeourminds,andoccasionallypushthe
envelope.Additionally,Ifeelitismyresponsibilitytoinsurethatouryoungpeople
knowandappreciatetheearlyplaysandmusicalsthat ledustonow.Iremind
themthatwithoutRogersandHammerstein,therewouldbenoSondheim.

This place has a way of making you want to stay...I had the privilege as a
young teen toworkwithco-foundersTillieCiccalaandDotFrench inTheDiary of
AnneFrank.IhaveworkedextensivelywithWendellMacNeal,bothon-andoff-stage.
Oneofourearlydirectorshasbeenknowntoreviewashownowandagain.Larry
Stewart ,BarbaraLockeandBillPossidentoremainactivelyinvolved;thelongevity
ofourmembersspeaksvolumes.Thestoriesareamazing,fromayoungunknown
EdwardAlbeehavinghisZooStoryreadatTBTA,toTommytheghost ,tothemany
peoplewhohavegoneontohavecareersinstage,filmanddance.Peoplecomeand
go,butTBTAremainsasafeplacetoletdownourinnerwalls,expandcreatively,take
chances,andperhapsevenbeastar.

Ourgoldenanniversaryhassomethingforeveryone.Dramasthatmakeusthink,
musicalsthatmakeusoohandaahandcomediesthatmakeuslaugh.Eachshowof
thisseasonisaboutbelieving,whetherinmiraclesorunderdogs,catsinhats,orin
ourselves.Dreamsdocometrue...justlookaround.

Happy 50th Anniversary and hats off to TBTA! May we continue to work
togethertoprovideamagicplaceforourchildrenandtheirchildren.Seeyouat
the100th!

BartGeissinger

The Brooki eld Theatre For The Arts, Inc.



GOLDEN CABARETGOLDEN CABARET

PerformedBy

MattBerry,SusanChapin,

CatherineJ.Crocetto,RichardDamaso,

BartGeissinger,ZacharyJackson,

BillMcGee,LoriMele,

SaraVokes,JamesWalker

ProductionStaff

Directors..................... BartGeissinger,LoriMele

Producer ..............................StephanieSkrok

MusicalDirector..................... JoanneF.Archibald

TechnicalDirector .........................BrianCassella

StageManager ...................... SammyPanzarino

Percussion .............................. JamesWalker

OpeningNightParty ............... TheDempsterFamily

SpecialThanks

totheJacksonFamily

fortheirassistancewiththeproduction.



MusicalNumbers
ACTI

SONG SHOW SINGERS

TryToRemember ................. TheFantasticks .......................... Bill

Somethin’sComin’ ................ WestSideStory ......................... Rich

SoInLove ........................ KissMeKate ........................... Sara

Stepsisters’Lament ............... Cinderella ...................... Cat ,Susan

Shy .............................. OnceUponAMattress ................... Lori

AloneintheUniverse .............. Seussical ........................ Matt ,Zach

Fanette........................... JacquesBrelisAliveandWell .............. Bart
  andLivinginParis

MaybeThisTime .................. Cabaret ................................ Cat

OhWhataBeautifulMorning ....... Oklahoma ............................. Rich

BosomBuddies ................... Mame ......................... Sara,Susan

TheImpossibleDream ............. ManofLaMancha ...................... Bart

Don’tTellMama................... Cabaret ............................... Lori

FugueforTinhorns ................ Guys&Dolls .................. Bill,Bart ,Rich

WhereIsLove?.................... Oliver ................................Zach

You’llNeverWalkAlone ............ Carousel .............................. Sara

WeKissinaShadow............... TheKingandI ......................... Rich

GrandNightMedley ............... It’sAGrandNight ....... Bart ,Lori,Rich,Sara
  ForSinging ................... andCompany

ACTII
TheNewWorld ................... SongsforaNewWorld ..... Bart ,Cat ,Lori,Rich

Bewitched,Bothered&Bewildered.. PalJoey ..............................Susan

AnythingYouCanDo .............. AnnieGetYourGun ................ Cat ,Matt

HowareThingsinGloccaMora? .... Finian’sRainbow........................ Lori

AllfortheBest .................... Godspell .......................... Bart ,Rich

TheColorsofMyLife .............. Barnum................................ Bill

LosingMyMind ................... SideBySidebySondheim ................. Cat

BeforetheParadePassesBy ....... HelloDolly ...........................Susan

OntheStreetWhereYouLive ...... MyFairLady ..........................Matt

SurabayaSanta ................... SongsforaNewWorld ................... Lori

CorneroftheSky.................. Pippin ................................ Rich

Mira ............................. Carnival .............................. Sara

IRemember ...................... SideBySidebySondheim ................ Bart

SomePeople ..................... Gypsy ................................. Cat

GettingMarriedToday ............. Company.................... Bart ,Lori,Sara

Happiness ........................ You’reAGoodMan......................Zach
  CharlieBrown

BeingAlive ....................... PuttingitTogether .... Bart ,Lori,Cat ,Rich,Sara



Biographies
JoanneF.ArchibaldhasbeeninvolvedwithTBTAsincethelate‘70’s.Her
firststintatthetheaterwasaspianoaccompanistforHowtoSucceedinBusiness
WithoutReallyTryingunderthemusicaldirectionofNancy(Beazley)Bowers.
JoannefondlyremembersworkingwithLarryStewart ,BarbaraLocke,Bill
Possidento, Imelda Roth and Nancy during those years. After receiving
aB.S. inMusicEducation fromWCSU in1977, Joannecontinued toplay
pianoformanymusicals,taughtpiano,organ,guitar, fluteandkeyboard,
andaccompaniedchorusesatareahighschools.Shewasalsotheorganist
attheDanburyUnitedMethodistChurchandtheNewFairfieldUMCduring
thistimeperiod.JoannetooksometimeoffwhenhersonDanielwasbornin
1987andherdaughterHeather,in1990.Returningtothetheaterinthelate
‘90’s,Joannecontinuedtoenjoymeetingnewpeople.WorkingwithBart ,Bill,
Marla,EricandWendellasdirectorsgaveJoannenewinsightintotheater
production.Afterthe2002productionofJesusChristSuperstar,Joanneonce
againtooksometimeoffbutreturnedinthefallof2006asMusicDirectorfor
Assassins.SincethenshehasMusicDirectedforCarnivalandSeussicalunder
thedirectionofMaureenTrottoandMichaelBurnettrespectively.Joanne
wouldliketothankJohnPokorny,drummer/percussionist ,MarkCampbell,
bassistandSusanMcKenzie,keyboardistfortheirmusicaladditionstomany
showsinthepast . Joannecontinuestoteachpiano,organandkeyboard
privately,workasDirectorofMusic/OrganistatSt .James’EpiscopalChurch
inDanburyandaspianoaccompanist/musicdirectorthroughoutCTand
NY.Shewouldliketothankallthosewithwhomshehasworkedthroughout
theyearsfortheirencouragementandfriendship.

MattBerryisthrilledtobemakinghisdebutattheBrookfieldTheatrefor
theArts.HehasstudiedvoiceatNVCC,andisnowstudyingvoiceatWestern
ConnecticutStateUniversity.Hisfavoritepreviousrolesinclude:Judasin
“Godspell”, Bill Sykes in “Oliver”, Roger in “Grease”, Papegeno in “The Magic
Flute”,andGrinder in“TheZoo”. Inhissparetimeheenjoysrockclimbing
andskiing.

SusanChapinisasoftwareengineeratPitneyBowesinDanbury.Shelivesin
SandyHookwithherthreesonsandherpartnerPaul.Favoriterolesinclude
Rosiein“Bye-ByeBirdie”,Rizzoin“Grease”,DorothyBrockin“42ndStreet”,and
Rachelin“TwoByTwo”.Susan’sfirstexperienceperformingattheBrookfield
Theatrewasbackintheearly1980’sintheshow“Carousel”.Susanisdedicating
thisevening’sperformancetoherfatherNormanTerrywhohasgracedthe
stageattheBrookfieldTheatremanytimesoverthepast50years.

CatherineJ.Crocettoisveryexcitedtobeworkingwithsuchatalentedand
funcast .SherecentlymovedherefromMichiganwhereshewasamusical
theatre and dance major at Western Michigan University. Catherine was
recentlyseenontheWarnerTheatrestageasadancerin“Chicago”.Shehas
beeninover20shows,includingMamaNoahin“ChildrenofEden”,Madame
Thernardierin“LesMiserables”,andRobertaintheoneact“DannyandtheDeep
BlueSea”.Catherinewouldliketothankherfamily,hersisters,andeveryone
whosupportsthearts...thankyouforlettingmedowhatIlove!A&J,you’re
myheroes .. . loveyou!



Biographies,cont’d.

Richard Damaso Recent roles here in Connecticut and New York have
included Ali Hakim in “Oklahoma!” (Thomaston Opera House), “Songs for
a New World” (Brookfield Theater for the Arts), Spider in “Jekyll and Hyde”
(ThomastonOperaHouse),theEngineerunderstudyandThuyin“MissSaigon”
(MiddletownParamountTheater),OfficerBarrelin“Urinetown”(Theatreworks),
theBalladeerandLeeHarveyOswaldin“Assassins”(BrookfieldTheaterforthe
Arts),Nicely-NicelyJohnsonin“GuysandDolls”(WarnerTheater),Rodriguez
in“TakeMeOut”(CapitalRepertoryTheater—professionaldebut),andBerger
in “Hair” (Warner Theater). He is a proud member of the Massachusetts
InstituteofTechnologyclassof1995whereheearnedbachelorsdegreesin
bothmechanicalengineeringandmusic.

BartGeissingerisexcitedtobecelebratingTBTA’s50thanniversarywith
this Golden Cabaret . Thanks to Lori, Skrok and Joanne for working with
himtocreate thiscelebration.Barthasbeen involved ineveryaspectof
theatre,andhasbeenperformingsincetheageofnine,withmorethan50
showstohiscredit .HisTBTApresidencysawthenamechangefromCountry
PlayerstoTheBrookfieldTheatrefortheArts,andtherenovationofthe
theatre,additionofthenewannex,officeandthestagerightwings.“When
IannouncedourCapitalCampaignin2000,peoplethoughtIwasnuts.My
anniversarywishforTBTAisthatthosewhostewardthisspacewillbelieve
indreams,followthemission—nomatterhowharditseemsattimes,and
remainaninclusive,integralpartoftheartisticcommunity.Onemorething:
Dylan,daddylovesyoutothemoonandback!”

ZacharyJacksonresidesinDanburywithhisMom,Dad,andsisterCourtney.
He attends Rogers Park Middle School, and looks forward to attending
DanburyHighSchoolnextyearwherehehopestoparticipate intheatre
and musical activities. His previous credits include Seussical as Jojo at
DanburyHighSchoolin2005,andhereatTBTAthispastsummer.Zachary
alsoappearedasLittleGuidoin“Nine”atWCSU,asWinthropinDanbury
High’sperformanceof“TheMusicMan,”andMusicalsatRichter’s“KingandI”.
Zacharywishestorecognizeallofhisteachers,coaches,previouscast-mates,
friends,andfamilymembersfortheircontinuousloveandsupport .

Bill McGee first performed in the TBTA production of “The Owl and the
Pussycat”in1974.HehasappearedinPlayhouseproductionsof“Company”,
“SouthPacific”,“HowtoSucceed”,“SideBySideBySondheim”and“MiracleWorker”
under thedirectionofLarryStewart&BarbaraLocke.Hisother theater
creditsinclude“1776”and“Stalag17”.HehaslivedinBrookfieldfor30years
withthe“Colorofhislife”,hiswifeMaryanne.

LoriMelePreviouscreditsatTBTAinclude:Seussical(Mrs.Mayor),Carnival
(Rosalie), Assassins (Sarah Jane Moore),MasterClass (SharonGraham)and
Bye-ByeBirdie.LoriisaSpanishteacheratWestoverSchoolinMiddlebury,
CTandisverygratefultoherstudentsandcolleaguesfortheirsupportof
hertheatricalpursuits.Shewouldalsoliketothankherparentsandbrother
fortheirencouragementandinvolvementwiththispartofherlife.



Biographies,cont’d.

StephanieSkrok (Producer)hasenjoyedherbehindthescenesworkat
TBTA. Past productions include Assassins (stage manager), Carnival (stage
manager,producer),andSeussical(producer).Shesendsthecastandtheater
bestwishesinthis50thseason!

SaraVokeshasperformedleadingroleswithnumerousoperacompanies
and has won several vocal competitions throughout the United States.
Althoughshenolongersingsoperaasacareer,shecontinuestokeepbusy
as a soloist , clinician and teacher. She and her husband, James Walker,
percussionist ,performasTheVokes-WalkerDuo.Theirconcertrepertoire
ranges from transcriptions of Baroque and Classical pieces, to classic
Americansong.Theyrecentlypremieredanewpieceforvoiceandmarimba,
composedespeciallyfortheDuobycomposerCharlesBubeck.Amember
oftheFirstCongregationalChurchofNewMilford,Saraservesassoloistfor
specialservices,andisdirectorofandperformerwith“acappella”quartet .
SaraisonthefacultyofTheMusicLearningCenterinDanburyandhasbeen
teachingforover17years.

JamesWalkerhasbeenworkingasaprofessionalmusicianforovertwenty
years,withadiversebackgroundincludingjazzvibraphone,Caribbeansteel
panmusic,drumset ,andsymphonicperformances.Jamesalsocollaborates
withSaraVokes,performingclassicalandjazzpiecesasamemberofthe
Vokes-WalkerDuo(voiceandpercussion).Hecurrentlyfreelancesthroughout
Southern New England, and performs with several regional symphony
orchestras. Also active as an educator, James has taught percussion at
IthacaCollegeandNorthernIllinoisUniversity,andcurrentlymaintainsa
busyscheduleasaclinicianandprivateinstructor.

BOARDOFDIRECTORS:
President ............. DavidJ.Tuttle

Vice-President ........ BillPossidento

Treasurer ........... HowardLasser

Secretary ................ LoriMele

ArtisticDirector ...... BartGeissinger

TechnicalDirector ...... BrianCassella

DIRECTORS:
KristinHoose,DianeMillar,

GaryMillar,StephanieSkrok

Forthesafetyoftheperformersandthecourtesyoffellowpatrons,the
useofflashphotographyisstrictlyforbidden.Copyrightlawsprohibit
therecordingofsoundandvideo.Pleaseturnoffallphones,pagers,

computergames,andotherdistractions.Pleaseunwrapcandiesbefore
theshowbeginsandrespecteachother.Thisislivetheatre.



TBTAMembers2007

JoanneFArchibald,JayAustin,MattAustin,MarkCampbell,
BrianCasella,SusanLChapin,PaulMayer,HilaryCurrie,

RichardDamaso,TammeyDickerson,RichardBFisherDDS,
DeniseFitzsimmons,SusanGabriele,EmilyGallagher,

BartGeissinger,ElenaCGoletz,CarolHoose,KristinHoose,
SteveHoose,Jean&VictorJackson,JimmyJohnson,

MaryJonker,CaitlinKeeler,MatthewKelly,JackieKettunen,
LarryKinnear,SuzanneKinnear,CathyLasser,HowardLasser,

KerryManion,FlorenceMahoney,WilliamMartin,JudyMartinez,
LoriMele,DianeMillar,GaryMillar,James&ChristineMitchell,

BarbaraMoissonnier,EmmaOkell,EdO’Lena,JoniPark,
VirginiaRPerrakakis,ConniePriftis,LeslieReiter,GeneRosen,

MarilynRosen,JamesRyan,StevenSchuldman,
LynnSheehan,ThomasSheehan,BillyShields,

GeorgeannShields,WilliamShields,StephanieSkrok,
RobertSnifin,MarieSolazzo,GarySpring,StephanieTrolle,

DavidTuttle,AlexisMVournazos,DavidWalker-Price,
StevenWright ,JoanWyner,CalvinYork,SusanYork

TBTALifetimeMembers
GloriaLaposka,BarbaraLocke,

WendellMacNeal,ImeldaO’GaraRoth,

BillPossidento,LarryStewart



ANNOUNCING OUR 2008 SEASON:
BUY A SUBSCRIPTION NOW & SAVE!
Please visit the box office for more information.

TheOddCouple
April25–May10

PeterPan
July4–19

SpoonRiverAnthologies
September5–20

TheWorldGoes‘Round
AneveningofKanderandEbb

November7–22

Alsoin2008,watchforourChildren’sMusicalTheatreWorkshop
Datestobeannounced.

PleaseNote:Allscheduleinformationissubjecttochange.

ABriefHistoryof
TheBrookfieldTheatrefortheArts

ThebuildingthathousesTheBrookfieldTheatrefortheArtswasorigi-
nallyagymnasiumforTheCurtisSchoolforBoys.

First established in 1875 in Bethlehem, Connecticut by Frederick S.
Curtis,theschoolwasmovedtoLongMeadowHillin1883andthentothe
presentsitethatwastheformerGoodsellEstatein1886.

In1906thepriceforoneschoolyearwassixhundreddollars.Thisin-
cluded“tuition,board,aseatinchurch,lightingandworming,thecareand
mendingofclothing,andtheuseofschoolbooks.”

Inthe1920s,girlswereallowedtoenrollasdaystudents.
ThisisthesecondgymnasiumfortheCurtisSchool.Thefirstwasde-

stroyedbyfirein1906.Thepresentstonebuildingwasbuiltin1907.
TheCurtisSchoolcloseditsdoorsin1943.
ThegymnasiumwaspurchasedbytheBrookfieldCountryPlayersin

1959and,sincethen,hasbeenusedasatheatre/playhouseforyear-round
playsandmusicals.



TBTA2007GoldenAnniversaryDonors

NF O U N D E R S $2,006+N

JoanneArchibald

Howard&CatherineLasser

NLEADERS $1,000–$2005N

NBENEFACTORS $500–$999N

Jay&MattAustin

BartGeissinger&DavidJ.Tuttle

NPARTNERS $250–$499N

Sam&PamKier•LoriMele•Peter&BarbaraMele

Peter&LeeMele•GAP,Inc.

PGATour,Inc.•StephanieSkrok

NPACESET TERS  $50–$249N

AARPBrookield

Gordon&JaneBurgess

MarkCampbell

Mr.&Mrs.CharlesGalda,Jr.

JeanGillum

DeniseFitzsimmons

KurtGeissinger&JeffreyPanozza

LH&AnneJames

CaitlinKeeler&Family

Carol&SteveHoose

KristinHoose

Ronald&MaizieJaffe

Christa&JohnJensen

MegJones

MaryJonker

Kimberly-Clark

JudyMartinez

FlorenceMaloney

SharonMurphy

Klaus&CathyNielsen

ThomasJ.Ryan

Benay&TomSkogeland

Please use the form on the next page to send your check 
 today. Thank you for supporting the arts in Brookfield!

BillPossidento&DavidWalker-Price

BruceShipman&HansStukenbrakker



YesYY ! Iwanttobeavitalpartofthenext50years
ofTheBrookfieldTheatrefortheArts!

TBTA50thAnniversary!
2008SeasonSupporters

 GoldenAnniversarySponsors:$5,000.00+

 FoundersfortheFuture:$2,008.00–4999.00

 Leaders:$1,000.00–$2,007.00

 Benefactors:$500.00–$999.00

 Partners:$250.00–$499.00

 Pacesetters:$50.00–$249.00

Donationsaretaxdeductibletothefullextentofthelaw.

TheBrookfieldTheatrefortheArts,Inc.

P.O.Box528,Brookfield,CT06804

(203)775-0023

Name_______________________________________Phone_______________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________

City,State,Zip______________________________________________________________________

Haveyourememberedthe
TheBrookfieldTheatrefortheArts,Inc.

inyourestateplanning?

Ifyouareinterestedinbecomingavolunteer,pleaseprovideuswithaphonenumber
andbesttimetoreachyou.Alsotelluswhatyouwouldbeinterestedindoing.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________


